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A n  u p d a t e  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  C i t y  N e i g h b o r s  F o u n d a t i o n ,
o u r  C i t y  N e i g h b o r s  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  o u r  w o r k  t o  i m p a c t

p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  e v e r y w h e r e .

FEATURED
C o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h
J H U :   A  C N H S  9 t h
G r a d e  B i o l o g y  F e a t u r e
P r o j e c t - B a s e d
L e a r n i n g  a t  C N H
D e s i g n e d  t o  T h r i v e :
C i t y  N e i g h b o r s
H i g h l i g h t e d
T h e  1 3 t h  A n n u a l
P r o g r e s s i v e  E d u c a t i o n
S u m m i t
D I Y  P D  R e g i s t r a t i o n
2 4 - 2 5  S t u d e n t
A p p l i c a t i o n  &  O p e n
H o u s e s

Known.  Loved.  Inspired.
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COLLABORATING WITH JHU PHD STUDENTS: 
A CNHS BIOLOGY EXPERIENCE

Last week, 9th grade biology students had the unique opportunity to work with PhD candidates
from Johns Hopkins University as part of the MiNDS program. This program partners with local
Baltimore City high schools to introduce students to diverse scientific concepts from JHU's
experts.

During the session, the students had previously swabbed their phones for bacteria and utilized
agar dishes to cultivate the bacteria in an incubator. When the JHU scientists arrived, they
worked alongside the students to sample, heat fix colonies, gram stain bacteria, and observe
them using microscopes. This activity complemented their current unit on microscopic life and
cell studies.

https://www.cityneighborsfoundation.org/
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EXPLORING THE INTERSECTION OF BOOKS & ART IN 1ST GRADE

PROJECT-BASED LEARNING AT CITY NEIGHBORS HAMILTON
4 T H  A N D  5 T H  G R A D E  T E X T U R E  S T R U C T U R E  A R T S  I N T E G R A T I O N  W I T H  

M S .  C O H E N  &  M S .  L I Z  

T h e  4 t h  a n d  5 t h  g r a d e r s  a t  C i t y  N e i g h b o r s  H a m i l t o n
a r e  b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t e x t  s t r u c t u r e s
i n  E L A .  S t u d e n t s  e n g a g e d  i n  a n  a r t s  i n t e g r a t e d
l e s s o n  u s i n g  l i q u i d  w a t e r c o l o r  t e c h n i q u e s  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  h o w
t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  w r i t i n g .  T h e
s t u d e n t s  e x p e r i e n c e d  f o u r  w a t e r c o l o r  t e c h n i q u e s .
A f t e r  t a k i n g  n o t e s  o n  t h e i r  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  r e v i e w i n g
s i g n a l  w o r d s  f o r  c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t ,  s t u d e n t s  w r o t e
p a r a g r a p h s  a r t i c u l a t i n g  h o w  t h e  d i f f e r e n t
t e c h n i q u e s  c a u s e d  t h e  p a i n t  t o  r e a c t  i n  d i f f e r e n t
w a y s .  

I n  f i r s t  g r a d e  a t  C N H ,  s t u d e n t s  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  " Are  Books

Ar t ? "  t h r o u g h  a n  a u t h o r  s t u d y  o f  E r i c  C a r l e .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e y  d e l v e d  i n t o  h i s
p r o c e s s  o f  c r e a t i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  h i s  w r i t i n g  p r o c e s s .  D u r i n g
t h e i r  g e o m e t r y  u n i t ,  t h e y  d r e w  i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  c r e a t e d  p i c t u r e s  u s i n g
c o m p o s i t e  s h a p e s .  T h e s e  s h a p e s  w e r e  t h e n  b r o k e n  d o w n  i n t o  i n d i v i d u a l
c o m p o n e n t s  t o  c r e a t e  b o o k s  t h a t  m i m i c k e d  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  "B rown  Bear

B rown  Bear  What  do  you  See? " .  E a c h  p a g e  o f  t h e  b o o k s  r e v e a l s  o n e
s h a p e ,  g r a d u a l l y  b u i l d i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e  a t  t h e  e n d .  T o  i l l u s t r a t e
t h e i r  b o o k s ,  s t u d e n t s  r e p l i c a t e d  E r i c  C a r l e ' s  a r t ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  a  b o l d
b a c k g r o u n d  c o l o r ,  a d d i n g  t e x t u r e ,  c u t t i n g  o u t  s h a p e s ,  a n d  c r e a t i n g  a
c o l l a g e .  T h e y  p l a n  t o  f i n i s h  u p  t h e i r  a u t h o r  s t u d y  n e x t  w e e k  b y  r e a d i n g
t h e i r  b o o k s  t o  k i n d e r g a r t e n .



Known.  Loved.  Inspired.

T h e  t h i r d - g r a d e  s t u d e n t s  o f
C N H  a r e  h a r d  a t  w o r k  u s i n g
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  w r i t i n g  t o  l e a r n
a b o u t  h o w  a n i m a l s  s u r v i v e .
A f t e r  v i s i t i n g  t h e  M a r y l a n d
Z o o  a n d  u t i l i z i n g  n o n f i c t i o n
b o o k s  a n d  o n l i n e  r e s e a r c h
s k i l l s ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  c r e a t e
t h e i r  o w n  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  t e x t s
w i t h  a c c o m p a n y i n g  t e x t
f e a t u r e s .
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3RD GRADE:    HOW DO ANIMALS SURVIVE?
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C i t y  N e i g h b o r s  i s  l i s t e d  a s  a  Gl immer

o f  the  Fu tu re  i n  Des igned  to  Thr i ve ,
a  g u i d e b o o k  t o  e q u i t a b l e  l e a r n e r -
c e n t e r e d  e c o s y s t e m s .  T h i s  g u i d e
p r o v i d e s  f r a m e w o r k s  a n d  i n s i g h t s  t o
s u p p o r t  o n - t h e - g r o u n d  s y s t e m s
r e i n v e n t i o n .
h t t p s : / / d e s i g n e d t o t h r i v e . e d u c a t i o n -
r e i m a g i n e d . o r g /

DESIGNED TO THRIVE: CITY NEIGHBORS COOPERATIVE
GOVERNANCE MODEL HIGLIGHTED BY EDUCATION REIMAGINED

 FROM DES IGNED  TO THR IVE :    “THE  (C ITY  NE IGHBORS)  SCHOOLS

A IM  TO INCREASE  REPRESENTAT ION AND PART IC IPAT ION BY  US ING

THE  BOARD  POS IT IONS  AS  AN  ORGANIZ ING TOOL—INVIT ING EVERY

PARENT  IN  THE  STUDENT  BODY  TO BECOME INVOLVED  THROUGH

MULT IPLE  COMMITTEE  OPPORTUNIT IES .  MOREOVER ,  SCHOOL

LEADERS  HAVE  INTENT IONALLY  DEVELOPED  A  CULTURE  THAT

PR IOR IT IZES  COLLECT IVE  GOOD IN  THE IR  DEC IS ION-MAKING ,

ASK ING PARENT  REPRESENTAT IVES  TO NOTICE  WHEN THEY  ARE

SPEAK ING FROM THE IR  “PARENT  HAT”  AS  OPPOSED  TO THE IR  “BOARD

HAT . ”  THE  EFFECT  IS  A  SET  OF  COMMUNITY-EMBEDDED  SCHOOLS

THAT  ARE  PARENT-DR IVEN ,  WHERE  PARENTS  “PUSH WITH”  SCHOOL

LEADERSHIP  INSTEAD  OF  “PUSH AGA INST”  AS  OCCURS  IN  SCHOOL

BOARDS  ELSEWHERE .

https://designedtothrive.education-reimagined.org/
https://designedtothrive.education-reimagined.org/
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T h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  E d u c a t i o n  S u m m i t  i s
a n  a n n u a l  e v e n t  t h a t  c h a m p i o n s
d e m o c r a t i c  i d e a l s  a n d  c h i l d -
c e n t e r e d  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  s c h o o l s .
T h i s  f r e e  e v e n t  i s  g e a r e d  t o w a r d s
e d u c a t o r s  a n d  i s  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  C i t y
N e i g h b o r s  F o u n d a t i o n ,  a  n o n p r o f i t
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  B a l t i m o r e ,  M a r y l a n d ,
w h i c h  o p e r a t e s  t h r e e  p u b l i c  c h a r t e r
s c h o o l s  t h a t  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  a r t s  a n d
p r o j e c t - b a s e d  l e a r n i n g .  T h e
g r a s s r o o t s  e v e n t  b e g a n  i n  2 0 1 1  a n d
h a s  s i n c e  g r o w n  t o  a t t r a c t  o v e r
2 , 0 0 0  a t t e n d e e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e .

I n  t o d a y ' s  e d u c a t i o n  l a n d s c a p e ,
w h i c h  h e a v i l y  e m p h a s i z e s  t e a c h e r
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g ,
a n d  c o r p o r a t e - b a s e d  e d u c a t i o n a l
i d e a s ,  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  E d u c a t i o n
S u m m i t  t a k e s  a  s t r o n g  s t a n c e  f o r
c h i l d - c e n t e r e d ,  d e m o c r a t i c  i d e a l s .
T h e  S u m m i t  e n c o u r a g e s  c o m m u n i t y -
d r i v e n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y
a p p r o p r i a t e  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  i s  f o c u s e d
o n  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  c h i l d .  I t
p r o m o t e s  d e e p  l e a r n i n g ,
e n g a g e m e n t ,  e q u i t y ,  a n d  n u r t u r i n g  a
l o v e  o f  l e a r n i n g .  T h i s  y e a r ,  o v e r  3 0 0
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  a t t e n d
t h e  e v e n t  a t  C i t y  N e i g h b o r s  H a m i l t o n
c a m p u s  f o r  a  d a y ,  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f
e d u c a t i n g  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  s o c i e t y
t h a t  w e  h o p e  t o  a c h i e v e .

3

R E G I S T E R  F O R  T H E  1 3 T H  A N N U A L  P R O G R E S S I V E  E D
S U M M I T  A T  W W W . C I T Y N E I G H B O R S F O U N D A T I O N . O R G

http://www.cityneighborsfoundation.org/


Known.  Loved. Inspired.

I S S U E   3N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3

3

VIRTUAL DIY PD AT CITY NEIGHBORS:   DECEMBER 7, 5 PM!

O u r  n e x t  D I Y  P D  o f  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  o n
D e c e m b e r  7 ,  2 0 2 3  a t  5  p m .   T h i s
o n e  w i l l  b e  v i r t u a l !    D I Y  P D  i s  a
7 5  m i n u t e  e v e n t .    A n  i n t i m a t e
g r o u p  o f  e d u c a t o r s .    S h o r t ,  2 0
m i n u t e  b r e a k o u t  p r o f e s s i o n a l
d e v e l o p m e n t s  o n  a  s t r a t e g y ,  a
p r o b l e m  o f  p r a c t i c e ,  o r  m o r e .    
F r e e .    D I Y  P D  V i r t u a l  E v e n t
1 2 / 7 / 2 3 :  R e g i s t e r  H e r e

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/city-neighbors-diy-pd-thursday-12723-virtual-free-tickets-749650864917?aff=oddtdtcreator
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SUPPORT AND FOLLOW OUR CITY
NEIGHBORS COMMUNITY

WORK WITH US!

ACCEPTING 2024-25 ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS THRU FEB 2

N o v e m b e r  1 3 t h  @  5 : 3 0  P M  
D e c e m b e r  1 2 t h  @  9 : 3 0  A M

( V i r t u a l )
J a n u a r y  1 8 t h  @  5 : 3 0  P M

C I T Y  N E I G H B O R S  C H A R T E R
O P E N  H O U S E  D A T E S :

N o v e m b e r  1 6 t h  @  5 : 3 0  P M  
D e c e m b e r  1 2 t h  @  5 : 3 0  P M  

C I T Y  N E I G H B O R S  H I G H  S C H O O L
 O P E N  H O U S E  D A T E S :

D e c e m b e r  7 t h  @  6 : 0 0  P M  
D e c e m b e r  1 3 t h  @  9 : 0 0  A M

J a n u a r y  1 7 t h  @  6 : 0 0  P M
J a n u a r y  2 3 r d  @  9 : 0 0  a m

C I T Y  N E I G H B O R S  H A M I L T O N
O P E N  H O U S E  D A T E S :

F I N D  L I N K S  T O  A L L  O F  O U R  S C H O O L S  A N D  T H E I R  E N R O L L M E N T  A P P L I C A T I O N S  A T :
W W W . C I T Y N E I G H B O R S F O U N D A T I O N . O R G   

https://www.cityneighborsfoundation.org/work-with-us/careers
https://cityneighborscharterschool.org/
https://www.cityneighborshighschool.org/
https://www.cityneighborshamilton.org/
http://www.cityneighborsfoundation.org/
http://www.cityneighborsfoundation.org/

