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A n  u p d a t e  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  C i t y  N e i g h b o r s  F o u n d a t i o n ,
o u r  C i t y  N e i g h b o r s  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  o u r  w o r k  t o  i m p a c t

p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  e v e r y w h e r e .

FEATURED
T u n i n g  O u t /  T u n i n g  I n

P r o j e c t  B a s e d
L e a r n i n g  a n d  t h e  A r t s
a t  C i t y  N e i g h b o r s

S E L  C o n n e c t :    A  C i t y
T e a c h i n g  A l l i a n c e  a n d   
C i t y  N e i g h b o r s
C o l l a b o r a t i o n

J o i n  U s  f o r  S u m m i t
M o r n i n g ,  A n  E v e n i n g
w i t h  C l i n t  S m i t h  a n d
m o r e !

T e a c h  a t  C i t y
N e i g h b o r s !

Known.  Loved.  Inspired.
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A CITY NEIGHBORS K-12 PERFORMANCE: TUNING OUT, TUNING IN

On March 7, our three schools came together for our second annual cross
campus performance night:   “Tuning Out, Tuning In”.  This year was
extremely special, as our students were the ones who created the
performance.  Our students encouraged all of us to “tune out” negative
thinking, language, and messages and “tune in” to who we are authentically
are embrace that.   

The night was filled with such incredible talent and passion that truly
showcased the creativity and dedication of our students. The high school steel
pan band brought a unique and vibrant energy to the performance, while the
monologues and soliloquies captivated the audience with their heartfelt
expressions. The power of music, storytelling, and movement came together
to create a truly unforgettable experience for everyone in attendance. 

https://www.cityneighborsfoundation.org/
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C h e c k  o u t  o u r  e x c i t i n g  h a p p e n i n g s  f r o m  o u r  r e c e n t  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h  w o r k s h o p s  h e l d  o n
W e d n e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 8  w i t h  o u r  K - 2  s t u d e n t s !  E a c h  s t u d e n t  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h r e e  e n g a g i n g  w o r k s h o p s ,  l e d  b y  o u r  d e d i c a t e d  K - 2  e d u c a t o r s .

I n  t h e  K i n d e r g a r t e n  c l a s s r o o m ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  d e l v e d  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  m e t h o d s  o f
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  u s e d  b y  s l a v e s  t o  g a i n  f r e e d o m .  U s i n g  " F o l l o w  t h e  D r i n k i n g  G o u r d "  b y
J e a n e t t e  W i n t e r  a s  a  m e n t o r  t e x t ,  t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r m s
o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  T h e  c l a s s r o o m  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  c r e a t i v i t y  a s  s t u d e n t s  c r a f t e d  w a t e r c o l o r
c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  B i g  D i p p e r .

I n  t h e  F i r s t  g r a d e  c l a s s r o o m ,  s t u d e n t s  e x p l o r e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  q u i l t s  i n  t h e
U n d e r g r o u n d  R a i l r o a d .  A f t e r  a n  i n s p i r i n g  r e a d i n g  s e s s i o n ,  t h e y  p u t  t h e i r  c r e a t i v i t y  t o  w o r k
b y  c r a f t i n g  t h e i r  v e r y  o w n  m i n i - q u i l t  s q u a r e s .

I n  t h e  S e c o n d  G r a d e  C l a s s r o o m ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  e m b a r k e d  o n  a  j o u r n e y  i n t o  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e
a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  b l a c k  m u s i c i a n  S c o t t  J o p l i n ,  a n d  A u g u s t u s  J a c k s o n ,  a  v i s i o n a r y
i n v e n t o r .  T h e  c l a s s  d e l v e d  i n t o  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  b o t h  m u s i c  a n d  t h e  w o r l d
o f  i c e  c r e a m .

I n  t h e  a r t  r o o m ,  c u l i n a r y  d e l i g h t s  t o o k  c e n t e r  s t a g e  a s  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  
l e g e n d a r y  c h e f ,  E d n a  L e w i s .  T h e  c r a f t i n g  s e s s i o n  i n v o l v e d  c r e a t i n g  m o u t h w a t e r i n g  s w e e t
p o t a t o  p i e s ,  p u t t i n g  a  u n i q u e  s p i n  o n  E d n a ' s  t i m e l e s s  r e c i p e .

I n  D a n c e ,  C N H  s t u d e n t s  h a d  a  v i s i t  w i t h  C a p t a i n  R y a n  T a y l o r ,  a  p i l o t  w i t h  U n i t e d  A i r l i n e s .
H e  v i s i t e d  t h e  d a n c e  s t u d i o  t o  p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a  g l i m p s e  i n t o  w h a t  i t  t a k e s  t o
o p e r a t e  a n  a i r p l a n e .  I t  w a s  a n  i n t e r a c t i v e  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  s e s s i o n  t h a t  l e f t  o u r  s t u d e n t s
i n s p i r e d  a n d  c u r i o u s  a b o u t  a v i a t i o n .

T h e s e  w o r k s h o p s  n o t  o n l y  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  B l a c k  A m e r i c a n s ,  b u t  a l s o
p r o v i d e d  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  e n r i c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  a c r o s s  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s .  
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CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH AT CITY NEIGHBORS HAMILTON

CHECK OUT OUR LATEST CITY NEIGHBORS VIDEO

T h a n k s  t o  o u r  p a r t n e r s  a t  K e y s t o n e
P r o d u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  w o r k  i n  c r e a t i n g  o u r
l a t e s t  C i t y  N e i g h b o r s  s n a p s h o t  v i d e o .   M o r e
t o  c o m e !
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N a h e e m  R o b i n s o n ,  a  j u n i o r  a t  C i t y  N e i g h b o r s  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  s t o o d  o u t  a m o n g  t h r e e  s t u d e n t s
w h o  s p o k e  a t  t h e  M a y o r a l  C a n d i d a t e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  F o r u m .  D u r i n g  t h e  e v e n t ,  h e  p o s e d  a
q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  p o l l u t i o n  i n  B a l t i m o r e  C i t y ,  i n q u i r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e
m a y o r ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  c l e a n  s t r e e t s .  H i s  q u e s t i o n  s p a r k e d
d i v e r s e  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  f o r u m ,  h e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
e n g a g e  i n  f u r t h e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s .  

I m p r e s s e d  b y  N a h e e m ' s  i n s i g h t f u l  q u e s t i o n  a n d  h i s  e a g e r n e s s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  i m p o r t a n t
d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s ,  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  c o m m e n d e d  h i m  f o r  h i s  a c t i v e
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  f o r u m .  N a h e e m ,  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  c r e a t i n g  a  c l e a n e r  a n d  g r e e n e r
B a l t i m o r e ,  t o o k  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  d e l v e  d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s '  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l i c i e s
a n d  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  c i t y .  T h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  n o t  o n l y  s h o w c a s e d  N a h e e m ' s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h i s
c o m m u n i t y  b u t  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i n v o l v i n g  y o u n g  v o i c e s  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e
f u t u r e  o f  t h e i r  c i t y .  
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C N H S  F r e n c h  s t u d e n t s  e m p l o y e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  3  u n i t s  o f  v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  g r a m m a r  t o  c r e a t e
m u r d e r  m y s t e r y  g a m e s  f o r  t h e i r  “ W h o  K i l l e d  M a d a m e  M e r m a n ? ”  p r o j e c t  s t u d y .  S t u d e n t s
w e r e  t a s k e d  w i t h  c r e a t i n g  a  g a m e  i n  w h i c h  p l a y e r s  s o l v e  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  w h o  k i l l e d  t h e
F r e n c h  t e a c h e r .  F i r s t ,  t h e y  b e c a m e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  m u r d e r  m y s t e r y  g e n r e  t h r o u g h  a
r e s e a r c h  a r t i c l e .  T h e n ,  t h e y  e n g a g e d  i n  f i e l d  e x p e r i e n c e  b y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  m u r d e r
m y s t e r y  t h e a t e r  w o r k s h o p  w i t h  C J  C r o w e ,  o w n e r  o f  D o  O r  D i e  P r o d u c t i o n s .  T h e y  a l s o
p l a y e d  m u r d e r  m y s t e r y  g a m e s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  f i e l d  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  g e t  a  f e e l  f o r  g a m e
s e t u p ,  s t r a t e g i e s ,  a n d  d e s i g n .  F i n a l l y ,  s t u d e n t s  c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  g r o u p s  t o  d e s i g n
a n d  c r e a t e  g a m e s  u s i n g  a  F r e n c h  p l o t  a n d  c l u e s .  

CNHS 11TH GRADER STEALS THE SPOTLIGHT AT THE MAYORAL CANDIDATES
ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM 

A CNHS FRENCH MURDER MYSTERY! 
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E v e r y  F e b r u a r y ,  s t u d e n t s  i n  M r s .  P a y l o r ' s  c l a s s e s  e n g a g e  i n  t h e  " Who Am I "  p r o j e c t .  T h i s
p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t  a l l o w s  s t u d e n t s  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  l i v e s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  p a s t  a n d
p r e s e n t  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  m u s i c i a n s  a n d  s i n g e r s .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  a s s i g n m e n t s  a n d
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  T h i s  y e a r  f o r  B l a c k  H i s t o r y
M o n t h ,  s t u d e n t s  t a u g h t  t h e i r  c l a s s m a t e s  a b o u t  v a r i o u s  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  m u s i c i a n s  a n d
s i n g e r s  b y  c r e a t i n g  s h o r t  p o d c a s t s  u s i n g  a n  o n l i n e  m u s i c  m a k i n g  s o f t w a r e  c a l l e d
S o u n d t r a p .  W h i l e  h a v i n g  t o  r e s e a r c h  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e i r  f a m o u s
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  p e r s o n ,  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  c h a l l e n g e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  a r t  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g  i n
a n  o n l i n e  r e c o r d i n g  s t u d i o .  A s  a  c l a s s ,  s t u d e n t s  d i s c u s s e d  w a y s  t o  t e a c h  o t h e r s  a b o u t
t h e s e  v a r i o u s  m u s i c i a n s  a n d  s i n g e r s .  P o d c a s t i n g  i s  a  c r e a t i v e  w a y  t o  t e a c h  o t h e r s  a b o u t
o u r  f a m o u s  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  m u s i c i a n s  a n d  s i n g e r s .  S t u d e n t s  c r e a t e d  a  s h o r t  p o d c a s t
a b o u t  t h e  l i f e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  f a m o u s  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  m u s i c i a n  o r  s i n g e r .
T a k e  a  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  t w o  p o d c a s t s  a t t a c h e d .  "Who  Am I ? "
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THE IDENTITY QUEST AT CITY NEIGHBORS HIGH SCHOOL

At City Neighbors Charter School, the 1st and 5th grades have been investigating the concept of what defines an icon.
Through weekly collaborations, they have delved into researching various Black history icons and organizing a living
museum. Alongside their project, the students enjoyed multiple field trips to enrich their studies. Representatives from
Morgan State University's historically Black fraternities and sororities visited to share insights and engage in reading
sessions. Additionally, the 1st and 5th graders embarked on a journey to Washington D.C., where they visited the
Washington Monument and explored the National Museum of African American History and Culture. During this
memorable trip, they had the chance to interact with a park ranger and view the ORIGINAL Black Panther costume!

WHAT MAKES AN ICON AN ICON?    
A FIRST AND FIFTH GRADE COLLABORATIVE STUDY AT CITY NEIGHBORS

CHARTER SCHOOL
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SEL CONNECT:
A COLLABORATION OF CITY TEACHING ALLIANCE AND THE CITY

NEIGHBORS FOUNDATION
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On Saturday, March 2. a  group of educators came together at City Neighbors High School for a Social Emotional
Learning experience. The morning offered an immersive and enlightening event designed for educators, school and
district leaders, out-of-school time providers, youth counselors and mediators, and social-emotional learning (SEL)
advocates. This gathering aimed to elevate awareness and understanding of social-emotional learning, a crucial
component in fostering well-rounded and thriving individuals.

The event kicked off with engaging workshops led by experienced facilitators, focusing on various aspects of social-
emotional learning such as self-awareness, empathy, relationship skills, and responsible decision-making. Participants
were encouraged to share personal experiences and insights, fostering a sense of community and camaraderie among
attendees.

Throughout the day, lively discussions and interactive activities sparked new ideas and strategies for incorporating SEL
practices into educational settings. Attendees left the event feeling inspired and equipped with practical tools to
promote emotional intelligence and create supportive environments for students to grow and flourish.

 JOIN US AT SUMMIT MORNING:    THIS SATURDAY, 9-11:30 AM

B e  i n  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  u s  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  1 6  f r o m
9 - 1 1 : 3 0  a m  f o r  a  m o r n i n g  o f  g r e a t  p e o p l e ,  g r e a t
i d e a s ,  a n d  g r e a t  c o n n e c t i o n s !

B r e a k f a s t
N e t w o r k i n g
O v e r  a  d o z e n  w o r k s h o p s  o n  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  c u l t u r e -
b u i l d i n g ,  e q u i t y  a n d  b e l o n g i n g ,  a n d  m o r e .  

C o m e  f o r  a  s h o r t  s h o t  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  n e w  i d e a s !  

A s  a l w a y s ,  t h i s  e v e n t  i s  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  t o  a l l
r e g i s t e r e d  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

R e g i s t e r  a t :  w w w . c i t y n e i g h b o r s f o u n d a t i o n . o r g .
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Join us on Tuesday, April 16th for a compelling, powerful evening with Dr. Clint Smith.    Dinner will be served
between 5:30-6:30, followed by a Keynote and Deep Dive with Dr. Smith.

Clint challenges us to reckon with our past “honestly, proactively and precisely.” When we recognize the
ecosystem of stories that influence our understanding of history, he says, we can better make sense of the
world we live in today—and choose to build a better world for those who come after us. 

Clint Smith is the #1 New York Times bestselling author of How the Word Is Passed: A Reckoning With the
History of Slavery Across America, which won the National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction and was
named one of the New York Times 10 Best Books of 2021. He is also the author of the New York Times
bestselling poetry collection Above Ground and the award-winning poetry collection Counting Descent. He is a
staff writer at The Atlantic. Clint received his B.A. in English from Davidson College and his Ph.D. in Education
from Harvard University. He presently lives in Maryland with his wife and two children. 

Register at www.cityneighborsfoundation.org. 
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J O I N  U S  F O R  A N  E V E N I N G  W I T H  D R .  C L I N T  S M I T H :
A P R I L  1 6 ,  2 0 2 4

E X P E R I E N C E  B A L T I M O R E  S C H O O L S :    
A  P R O G R E S S I V E  E D U C A T I O N  S E R I E S

S e e  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a c t i o n ,  r i g h t
h e r e  i n  B a l t i m o r e !   

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o  r e g i s t e r ,  g o  t o
w w w . c i t y n e i g h b o r s f o u n d a t i o n . o r g

M a r c h  1 9 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  1 - 2 : 3 0  p m
W A T E R S H E D  P U B L I C  C H A R T E R  S C H O O L

“ E n v i r o n m e n t  M a t t e r s ”

A p r i l  1 9 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  8 : 3 0  -  1 1 : 0 0  a m
B A L T I M O R E  M O N T E S S O R I  P U B L I C  C H A R T E R  S C H O O L

“ D e e p  D i v e  I n t o  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  H o u s e ”

M a y  3 0 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  1 - 3  p m
L I L L I E  M A Y  C A R R O L  J A C K S O N  P U B L I C  C H A R T E R  S C H O O L

“ T a k i n g  A c t i o n  f o r  E q u i t y  I n  O u r  C i t y ”



Known.  Loved.  Inspired.

I S S U E   5M A R C H  2 0 2 4

8

TEACH AT CITY NEIGHBORS NEXT YEAR!


